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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB Finance Docket No. 32760 (Sub-No.>6'

UNION PACIFIC CORPORATION, UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
AND MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY — CONTROL AND MERGER —
SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAIL CORPORATION, SOUTHERN PACIFIC
TRANSPORTATION COMPANY, ST. LOUIS SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY
COMPANY, SPCSL CORP., AND THE DENVER AND RIO GRANDE
WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY

[HOUSTON/GULF COAST OVERSIGHT]
Decision No. 10
Decided: December 18, 1998

This decision reviews requests by various parties for conditions in the “Houston/Gulf Coast”
oversight proceeding that would modify the way in which rail service is provided in the Houston
area. The proceeding was initiated in connection with the recent rail service crisis in the western
United States. Among othe. '.ings, we have decided to adopt a so-called “clear route” condition to
enhance efficiency and facilitate the smooth movement of railcars through the Houston Terminal.
Under the “clear route” condition, the neutral and highly efficient joint Union Pacific Railroad
Company (UP)/Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) dispatching center at
Spring, TX, will have the authority through its Joint Director to route traffic through Houston over
any available route, even a route over which the owner of the train does not have operating
authority. Thus, as a result of the Board’s decision, a BNSF train may be permitted to operate over
track of UP; a UP train may be permitted to operate over track of BNSF; and a Texas Mexican
Railway Company (Tex Mex) train may be permitted to operate over track of either UP or BNSF.
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